?day 3, 1983 LB 59

Board of Equalization to do what the Legislature will not
do? Ot her people, when they voted for ny anendnent to cut
a half percent off the Omha sales tax may have done it for
any of a nunber of nefarious reasons based on how t he peopl e
view their action, but | meant to cut a half a cent off the
sales tax in Omha and that is why | added it. Whatmay
very well happen is that we are going to wind up before
this bill is through being dealt with right back where we
were before where there |I's going to have to be a frank,
straightforward effort to get the Legislature to raise a
tenporary one-half percent to create that fund that every-

body is concerned about creating. | don't believe that
anybody here with political savvy Is going to say that they
will lay some nmoney down right here in a bet that the Board

of Equalization is going to raise the noney to create that
cushion, is going to raise the taxes, and nobody |s going
to go to Jail if they don' t. They are given discretion.
They are allowed to use their best Judgenment in arriving
at a decision or a conclusion and the courts have never
hel d anybody to be acting in bad faith when they sinply
arrived at a different conclusion than another person
equal |y as reasonable would arrive at. So for differences
of opinion people don't go to Jail. It is not a crimnal
of fense for the Board of Equallzatlon not to do what the
Legislature is trying to pretend that It is maneuvering
theminto a position to do. Certainly you realize that
the people on that Board are at least as intelligent as
the average level of intelligence in this body is. Such
bei ng the case, howis the Legislature going to outsmart
peopl e who are political aninmals too? How many of you

woul d I et the Board of Equalization, if you re a Denocrat,
cone in here and try to put you behind a bad position? You
woul dn't do it. You would | augh. They are probably |augh-
ing now The Governor is probably chewing his fingernails
ri ght down to the el bow because you are not giving himany-
thing if you are trying to ball himout. The tax |s not
going to be increased by the Legislature. The Board neets
fifteen days after we are out of session but as Senator
DeCanp pointed out this bill doesn't have the energency
clause. Oh, |t does? Senator DeCanp got the emergency

cl ause on, okay. So i mrediately upon the signing of this
bill by the Governor, with a prayer in his heart that the
Board of Equalization will do what the Legislature is try-
ing to trick theminto doing, he signs the bill. Sothe
Board of Equalization neets fifteen days after this. They
get all kind of proJections on what the condition of the
econony is and the econonmists don't even know. Sonebody
said If you would lay all the economsts in the world end
to end they couldn't reach a conclusion and If they did it
would be wwong. So if those who are paid to ness up econ-
om cs at the highest |evel of governnen: can't deci de wnat



